
This report shows market activities across the East Africa region’s 
selected main grain markets from 16th to 20th January, 2017. The 
monitoring is carried out by Eastern Africa Grain Council (EAGC) 
monitors based in all the 5 EAC on a daily basis. Monitoring is also 
done in South Sudan and Malawi. In Malawi, we do monitoring 
through partnership with Agricultural Commodity Exchange for 
Africa. 

The report helps stakeholders and users to have a general overview 
of the market price trends across the region. This is a service of 
EAGC primarily to its members and other interested stakeholders.  
The full market data of daily wholesale and Retail market prices is 
available at www.ratin.net  
 

EAGC-RATIN MARKET PRICE WEEKLY ANALYSIS REPORT  

GRAIN NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

Regional: The fall armyworm  outbreak has erupted in    
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi and follows a crippling El 
Nino-triggered drought which scorched much of the region 
last year. The pest devours maize and other crops. 

Malawi:  State produce marketer Agricultural Development 
and Marketing Corporation (Admarc) CEO Foster Mulumbe 
has ruled out lowering the price of maize pegged at K12500 
per bag unless parliament finds donors who can    subsidize 
the price of the staple food. He said Admarc spent close to 
K30 billion buying the 106 million  metric tonnes  locally and 
has a deficit of K6 billion. 

Rwanda: The prices of beans and bananas have sky-rocketed 
in Ngoma District on account of poor harvests. Presently, a 
kilogramme of dry beans costs Rwf600, up from Rwf400 in 
Rubona and Gafunzo markets. That of bananas has almost 
doubled to Rwf600 per kilogramme in Rubona market com-
pared to Rwf350 the previous week. The increase in prices of 
beans has far-reaching impact as it is a staple food for    
Rwanda 

 

Uganda: The Minister for Agriculture Animal Industry and 
Fisheries Vicent Sempijja has said Uganda lost 40% of its 
crops that include: peas, beans and ground nuts in the year 
2016. He also said, in the same year, the country lost 80% of   
c e r e a l s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e a s o n  h a r v e s t s . 
Quoting  the food security analysis carried out by MAAIF in 
collaboration with other stakeholders in July 2016, Sempijja 
said the country may experience  shortage of seeds for plant-
ing in the first season of the year 2017 as a result of  consump-
tion of all harvested stock.  

Kenya: The government has announced that it will start     
importing maize if the awaited long rains fail to come by June 
and the country’s maize reserves are depleted. 
According to Agriculture Cabinet Secretary, Willy Bett, his 
Ministry is tracking availability of maize and global prices in 
a bid to start sourcing grain imports from countries that have 
maize that is not genetically modified.  

 

REGIONAL MARKET ANALYSIS 

Table 1: Summary of weekly grain prices in Tanzania 

 

Previous: Week ending  13th, December 2017  Current: Week ending 20th, January 2017. 

 
Maize, Beans and Rice : Table 1 shows summary   of  average 
whole sale prices of grain in three Tanzania markets  for the 
past two weeks.  
 
Wholesale price of Maize remained stable in Dar es Salaam 
and Arusha, the prices increased in Iringa by 12% ($33/MT)  
and this can be attributed to the decrease in supply of the com-
modity. This year’s crop did not perform as expected. Recent 
reports  show that Vuli crop performed poorly. Therefore,  
prices are expected to increase in the coming weeks but will 
stabilize  with the ban on grain exports. 
 
Price of Beans were stable  in Dar es Salaam and Iringa mar-
kets. In Arusha, there was a marginal decrease of 2.3% ($22/
MT). The demand for the commodity is expected to increase as  
learning institutions open.  
 

For Rice, the price peaked during the festive  season and the 
demand has eased off slightly. Prices remained stable in  
Arusha but declined in Dar es Salaam and Iringa by 10% ($93/
MT) and 1% ($8/MT) respectively. This is indicative of  
adequate supplies to the markets. The price of rice is expected 
to go down in  the coming weeks due to export ban of the 
commodity. External markets in Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda 
have sustained the demand of Tanzanian Rice. 
 
Graph 1: Summary of weekly wholesale prices in (USD/MT) 

 
 
 
 
 

T A N Z A N I A  

J A N U A R Y  2 3 R D  2 0 1 7  

Weekly Average Wholesale Grain Prices in Tanzania on ($/MT) 

   Rice Beans Maize 

  Previous Current Previous Current Previous  Current 

Dar es Salaam 936 843 828 828 374 374 

Arusha 751 751 865 843 366 366 

Iringa 693 685 845 845 294 329 
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R W A N D A  

Table 3: Summary Average wholesale Grain prices in Rwanda 

Previous: Week ending 13th, January 2017   Current: Week ending 20th, January2016 

Reports from EAGC RATIN monitored markets showed prices of  

beans went down in most markets suggestive of an increase in    

supply of key staples. In Kigali markets, prices were relatively stable 

with a marginal decrease of 1.03% ($6/MT). There was a significant 

drop registered in Ruhengeri and Kimironko where prices went 

down by 25%($87/MT) and 12.5%($83/MT) respectively. The mar-

kets are responding to the increase in supply from the Season A crop. 

The prices are expected to go down in the coming weeks. 

Graph 2 Summary of average wholesale prices Rwanda  (USD/MT) 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

For rice, prices have been relatively stable for the past two weeks.  

Marginal changes were noted in all the markets with Ruhengeri   

registering a decline of 0.5% ($5/MT). Kigali and Kimironko had 

marginal gains of 0.1% ($1MT) and 0.9% ($9/MT) respectively. The 

demand of the commodity has eased off coming from the festive 

season and prices are expected to remain stable in the coming week. 

For Maize, prices declined in all monitored markets with Ruhengeri 

recording the greatest loss at 14.6% ($63/MT) compared to Kigali’s -

8.9% ($29/MT) and Kimirinko’s –0.4% ($2/MT). Maize prices are 

expected to go down considering it is a complimentary commodity to 

beans.  

Table 4: Summary of wholesale prices of Millet and Wheat in Rwanda (USD/

MT) 

                                

 

 

 

Previous: Week ending 13th, January 2017   Current: Week ending 20th,  January2017 

Millet showed mixed results in the EAGC RATIN monitored mar-

kets. In Kimirinko, prices decreased significantly by 23% ($213/MT) 

and this can be attributed to  increased supply of the commodity as 

crop from Season A is currently on harvest. In  Ruhengeri and  

Mulindi markets, prices decreased by 8% ($64/MT) and 3.3% ($23/

MT) respectively. For wheat, the prices changed significantly in  

Kimironko with  a 16.5% ($99/MT)  increase from last weeks closing 

average.  

Table 5: Summary of Monthly  grain prices in Uganda for Beans 

Maize and Rice 

Previous: Week ending 13th, January 2017  Current: Week ending 20th, January2017 

Reports from EAGC RATIN monitored markets show  the price of 
Maize was relatively stable  with a marginal gain of 2.8% ($10/MT) 
in  Kampala. In Masindi market there was a  drop of 0.3% ($1/MT) 
from previous week's closing average.  Prices are expected to increase 
as government reports have shown deficits for all key staples due to 
below average rainfall experienced last year.  

 

The price of beans did not exhibit significant change in the            
monitored markets. There were gains of about 4% ($30/MT) in 
Masindi while the other markets remained relatively stable.  Prices 
are expected to go up in the coming week as the harvest season 
comes to a close. The poor performance of last season (Oct-Dec, 2016) 
has affected the  prices for both yellow beans and Nambale beans.   

Rice showed relative stability from previous week’s closing averages 
in Masindi and Kasese with marginal gains of 0.3% ($3/MT) and 
0.4% ($4/MT)  respectively. In Kampala the prices went down by  
4.8% ($44/MT) suggestive of decrease in demand of the commodity. 
The demand from the festive season has eased off and going forward, 
prices are expected to remain  stable. 

 

 

Graph 3. Summary of average wholesale prices Uganda  (USD/MT) 

 

 

 

 

U G A N D A  

  Beans  Rice Maize 

 Previous Current 
Previ-
ous 

Current Previous Current 

Kigali 582 576 907 908 323 294 

Ruhengeri 737 550 1032 1027 430 367 

Kimironko 664 581 972 981 468 466 

  Millet Wheat 

 Previous Current Previous Current 

Ruhengeri 798 734 733 746 

Kimironko 1140 868 611 712 

Kigali 698 675 687 664 

      Weekly average wholesale grain prices in Uganda (USD/MT) 

  Maize Beans Rice 

  Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current 

Kampala 347 337 730 730 898 854 

Masindi 278 277 673 703 785 787 

Kasese 280 281 707 703 980 984 
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K E N Y A  

Table 6: Summary of Average grain prices in Kenya 

Previous: Week ending 13th, January 2017   Current: Week ending 20th, January 2017 

Price of maize increased marginally in all markets. Eldoret was the 

best performing market in this front as prices went up by 7.8% ($23/

MT) from last weeks average. Nairobi and Kisumu markets registered 

marginal increase of 0.3% ($1/MT) and 0.6% ($2/MT) respectively. 

The prices are expected to increase in the coming weeks as stocks from 

the long rains diminish. Currently, parts of North Eastern and Coast 

region are experiencing drought and this has driven the prices up-

ward . Reports from National Drought Management showed the mar-

kets were  functional in the affected areas. 

The price of beans went down in Kisumu market by 6.7% ($53/MT) 

indicative of increased supply of the commodity. In Eldoret, the price 

increased significantly by 12.8% ($89/MT). Prices are expected to go 

up as the stocks from long rains diminish and demand from learning 

institutions increases. Also, key import countries such as Tanzania and 

Uganda have recorded deficits from recent season therefore, prices of  

beans is expected to increase. 

Rice prices increased by 1% ($15/MT) in Eldoret and 6% ($53/MT) in 

Kisumu. In Nairobi, there was a marginal increase of 0.5% ($6/MT). 

The prices are expected to go up in the coming week as demand from 

learning institutions increase. 

Graph 4: Summary of weekly grain prices of Beans, Rice and Maize 

in Kenya 

 

 

  Maize Rice Beans 

 Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current 

Eldoret 294 317 1497 1512 694 783 

Nairobi 317 318 1187 1193   

Kisumu 346 348 891 945 693 646 
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      B U R U N D I  

Reports from EAGC RATIN monitored markets for  grains         

showed changes in price of key staples. For rice, prices were relatively 

stable in Gitega and Ngozi markets with marginal increase of  0.2% 

($2/MT) and 0.19% ($2/MT) respectively. In Bujumbura, the was a 

3.8% ($41/MT) increase indicative of increase in demand of the com-

modity.  

Table 4: Summary Average wholesale Grain prices in Burundi 

Previous: Week ending 13th, December 2017   Current: Week ending 20th, December 2017 

For beans, prices have been on a downward trend as a result of      

stocks realized from the Season A crop which is at the harvest phase.  

In Bujumbura, there was a 4.2% ($46/MT) loss from last week’s closing 

averages. Ngozi market lost 10% ($91/MT) of its value. Only Gitega 

market performed well with a 9.3% ($74/MT) gain. 

 

 

 

 

Maize: Reports from the monitored markets show the price of maize 

was on a downward trend in Gitega market. There was a 6% ($73/MT)  

loss of the previous week’s closing average. In Bujumbura, the de-

mand of the commodity was high as prices went up by 8.3% ($61/

MT). The prices are expected to go down in the coming weeks as   

produce from season A is being harvested till end of next month. 

Graph 2 Summary of average wholesale prices Burundi  (USD/MT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Maize Rice Beans 

 Previous Current Previous Current 
Previ-

ous 
Current 

Bunjum-
bura 

727 788 1071 1030 1090 1044 

Gitega 709 666 970 968 793 867 

Ngozi   1030 1028 897 806 
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 C O N C L U S I O N  

 The failure of last seasons crop in Uganda, Tanzania and some parts of Kenya has resulted into deficits of key staples  in the markets. Prices  

will continue going up until measures are taken to meet the demand through imports. 

 In the past week, prices were highest in Burundi markets. The ban imposed on staples coming from Rwanda has led to sharp increase in 

prices of key commodities. 

 

C O N T A C T S  

For comments or feedback, contact:  
Janet Ngombalu 

Eastern Africa Grain Council  
MIS Team 

Email: grains@eagc.org 
www.ratin.net, www.eagc.org 




