
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This report shows market activities across the East Africa region's 
selected primary grain markets from   6th February to 10th February 

2017. The monitoring is carried out by Eastern Africa Grain Council 
(EAGC) monitors based in all the 5 EAC on a daily basis. Monitoring 
is also done in South Sudan and Malawi. In Malawi, we do monitor-
ing through the partnership with Agricultural Commodity Exchange 
for Africa. The report helps stakeholders and users to have a general 

overview of the market price trends across the region. This Bulletin is 
a service of EAGC primarily to its members and other interested 
stakeholders. The full market data of daily wholesale and Retail mar-
ket prices is available at www.ratin.net  

EAGC-RATIN MARKET PRICE WEEKLY ANALYSIS REPORT  

GRAIN NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

Africa: Scientists tracking a crop-destroying caterpillar known as 
armyworm say it is now spreading rapidly across mainland Africa 
and could reach tropical Asia and the Mediterranean in the next few 
years, threatening agricultural trade. In research released on Monday, 
scientists at the Britain-based Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences 
International (CABI) said the pest, which had not previously been 
established outside the Americas, is now expected to spread "to the 
limits of suitable African habitat" within a few years.  

Regional:  More than 20 million people in the greater Horn of Africa 
are food insecure, says Inter-Governmental Authority on Develop-
ment (Igad). Igad executive secretary Mahboub Maalim says the im-
pact of crop failure in coastal Kenya has reached 70 per cent while the 
effect is almost 100 per cent in Somalia “Livestock mortality has been 
particularly devastating with mortality rate ranging from 25 to 75 per 
cent in the cross-border areas of Somalia-Kenya-Ethiopia,”  

Uganda:. Farmers in Uganda will now be able to access good quality 
seeds after the launch of a seed pilot project aimed at multiplying the 
quantity of quality seed in the market. The project works in the form 
of a pool mechanism where seed companies which produce the most 
quantity and quality seeds will be receiving a cash reward." The pool-
ing arrangement will motivate the private sector to produce a pool of 
seeds which in return will address the issues of demand for quality 
seeds," Mr. Okasai Opolot, the director crop resources at the Ministry 

of Agriculture, said. Mr. Opolot, who presided over the launch at 
Protea Hotel in Kampala last week, said food security without ad-
dressing nutrition is wrong. "Quality can be put in place if the farm-
ers have a sufficient demand. However, effective demand without 
availability is not sufficient," he said. 
                     

Rwanda: The Government of Rwanda is committed to intensifying 
irrigation initiatives to cope with climate change effects that have 
been affecting negatively agricultural production over the last few 
years. The government takes the move to expedite                          
agricultural irrigation when the world is facing climate change issues 
related to El Nino; which has a negative impact on agriculture in 
many   countries including our own Rwanda. 

Kenya: North Rift farmers have defied a presidential decree banning 
maize export as high prices in neighboring markets continue to pull 
majority to dispose of their stocks across the border, threatening to 
worsen the country's food situation. The farmers in the region, Ken-
ya's food basket, continue to ship their produce to the                       
neighboring states where a 90-kilogramme bag fetches Sh3,500  
    

REGIONAL MARKET ANALYSIS 

Table 1: Summary of weekly grain prices in Burundi ( 

 

Previous: Week ending  3rd,  February 2017  Current: Week ending 10th, February 2017. 

 

Reports from EAGC RATIN monitored markets for grains 
showed changes in the price of essential staples. For    Maize, 
prices went up marginally by 3.6% ($30/MT) in                    
Bujumbura suggestive of an increase in demand for the com-
modity. In Gitega, prices were stable indicative of market  
equilibrium. Price are expected to stabilize in the coming 
weeks as the crop from Season A is being harvested. 
                           
For Yellow beans, prices are still on a downward trend as a 
result of supplies from the Season A crop. In Bujumbura, there 
was an 8.4% ($113/MT)  decline from previous week's            
closing average. In Gitega market there was a 10% ($103/MT)  
increase suggestive of an increase in demand for                        
the commodity. Ngozi market had 0.4% ($5/MT) decrease 
from previous week's closing average.  Prices are expected to 
still go down in the coming weeks. 
  
 

Rice: Reports from the monitored markets show the price of 
rice went up in the monitored markets. In Bujumbura, there 
were a 4.1% ($44/MT) and 0.45% ($5/MT) decline respectively 
indicative of an increase in supply to the markets.  In Gitega 
there was a 5.2% ($62/MT)  increase from last week's closing 
average indicative of an increase in demand for the commodi-
ty. Prices are expected to still go down in the coming weeks. 
      
. 
 
Graph 1: Summary of average wholesale prices Burundi  (USD/MT) 
 

 
 
 

B U R U N D I  

F E B R U A R Y  1 3 T H  2 0 1 7  

  Maize Rice Yellow Beans 

 Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current 

Bujumbura 835 865 1039 1054 1332 1219 

Gitega 748 748 990 1181 1026 1129 

Ngozi   1088 1167 1148 1143 
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R W A N D A  

Table 2: Summary Average wholesale Grain prices in Rwanda 

Previous: Week ending  3rd,  February 2017  Current: Week ending 10th, February 2017. 

Reports from EAGC RATIN monitored markets showed the 

price of beans is still on a downward trend in Kimironko; 

prices went down significantly by 10.36% ($54/MT). 

Ruhengeri recorded marginal gains of 0.17% ($1/MT), and in 

Kigali, there were significant for of  6.4% ($35/MT). Prices are 

expected to go down in the coming weeks as stocks from A 

season can adequately meet the demand. 

Graph 2 Summary of average wholesale prices Rwanda  (USD/MT) 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

For rice, prices have been relatively stable for the past week.         

Marginal changes were noted in the monitored markets. In  

Kigali, there was a  0.2% ($2/MT) gain from last week's      

closing average whereas Kimironko had a 0.54% ($5/MT) 

gain. Only Ruhengeri recorded a decrease of 0.19% ($2/MT). 

For Maize, prices were relatively stable in Kigali with a      

marginal decline of 1.8% ($5/MT) from the previous week 

closing average. In Kimironko market, the prices decreased 

by 17.6% ($4/MT) whereas, in Ruhengeri, there was relative 

stability with a marginal gain of 0.5% ($2/MT). Maize prices 

are expected to go down in the coming weeks as the harvest 

of the  A-Season crop is ongoing.   

Table 3: Summary of wholesale prices of Millet and Wheat in Rwanda                           

Sorghum price was relatively stable in Kigali and Kimironko 

with gains of 1.6% ($5/MT) and 3.4% ($15/MT) respectively. 

In Ruhengeri, prices remained unchanged at $428/MT sug-

gestive of market equilibrium. Price is expected to remain 

relatively stable in the coming weeks as  A-Season crop is still 

being harvested. For wheat, the prices were relatively stable 

in all markets with a 1.3% ($7/MT)  gain registered in 

Kimironko. In Kigali market, there was a marginal decline of 

0.4% ($9/MT). Prices are expected to remain stable in the 

coming weeks as supply fro the global market is sufficient. 

Table 4: Summary of Monthly  grain prices in Uganda for Beans 

Maize and Rice 

Previous: Week ending  3rd,  February 2017  Current: Week ending 10th, February 2017. 

Reports from EAGC RATIN monitored markets show the 
price of Maize was relatively stable with a marginal decline 
in Kampala and  Mbale of 3.6% ($12/MT)  and 1.2% ($4/MT) 
respectively. In Kabale market, there was a significant gain of 
5.6% ($18/MT) from previous week's closing average.  Prices 
are expected to increase as government reports have shown 
deficits for the major staples due to below average rainfall 
experienced last year.  

The price of beans was stable in Kampala and Mbale markets 
over the past two weeks. Kampala had a marginal gain of 
0.39% ($5/MT) whereas, in Mbale, prices went up by 0.56% 
($5/MT). There was an increase of 4.3% ($41/MT) in Kabale 
market from last week's closing average.  Prices are expected 
to go up in the coming weeks as the harvest season comes to a 
close.  

Rice showed relative stability from previous week’s closing 
averages in Kampala and Mbale with marginal gains of 1.9% 
($16/MT) and 0.5% ($5/MT)  respectively. In Kabale the pric-
es went up by  3.6% ($31/MT) suggestive of an increase in 
demand of the commodity.  

 

Graph 3. Summary of average wholesale prices Uganda  (USD/MT) 

 

 

U G A N D A  

     Weekly average wholesale grain prices in Uganda (USD/MT) 

  Maize Beans Rice 

  Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current 

Kampala 337 325 761 764 832 848 

Kabale 321 339 648 679 846 877 

Mbale 329 325 703 707 900 905 

     Weekly average wholesale grain prices in Rwanda(USD/MT) 

  Maize Beans Rice 

  Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current 

Kigali 264 259 575 574 902 904 

Kimironko 571 469 520 466 911 916 

Ruhengeri 367 369 551 586 1040 1038 

  Sorghum Wheat 

  Previous Current Previous Current 

Kigali 245 249 661 670 

Kimironko 434 449 673 670 

Ruhengeri 428 428 734 733 
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K E N Y A  

Table 5: Summary of Average grain prices in Kenya 

Previous: Week ending  3rd,  February 2017  Current: Week ending 10th, February 2017. 

The price of  maize increased in all monitored markets. In    

Nakuru, prices went up 2.6% ($11/MT). Nairobi had a signifi-

cant gain of 16.7% ($42/MT) whereas, in Kisumu and Momba-

sa markets, prices went up by  2.04% ($8/MT) and 4.3% ($16/

MT) respectively. The prices are expected to go up in the com-

ing weeks as a result of diminishing stocks and also, below 

average performance of the short rain crop. In southeastern 

and coastal marginal agricultural areas, near total maize crop 

failure has been recorded.   

The price of beans went up in the all monitored markets indic-

ative of increased demand for the commodity. In Nakuru, pric-

es rose significantly by 9.5% ($54/MT). Mombasa and Kisumu 

had marginal gains of 2.1% ($17/MT) and 2% ($17/MT) re-

spectively. Prices are expected to go up as the stocks harvested 

from the long rains season diminish. 

Rice prices increased by 3.2% ($41/MT) in Mombasa. In Nairo-

bi, the price went down by 0.9% ($11/MT), and in Kisumu, 

prices went up by 1.3% ($13/MT). Nakuru market had a sig-

nificant decrease of 11.9% ($93/MT). 

 

   Graph 4: Summary of weekly grain prices of Beans, Rice and 

Maize in Kenya 

 

 

 

 

  Maize Rice Beans 

 Previous Current Previous Current Previous Current 

Mombasa 371 387 1269 1310 800 817 

Nairobi 315 367 1131 1120   

Kisumu 392 400 961 974 716 731 

Nakuru 342 351 776 683 566 620 
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 C O N C L U S I O N  

 Prices of pulses have been relatively stable  in Rwanda and Burundi for the past two weeks whereas, in Kenya and Uganda, 

prices have been on an upward trend since the start of the year and they are expected to go up in the coming weeks due to   

shortfalls in stock occasioned by inadequate rainfall experienced last year.  

C O N T A C T S  

For comments or feedback, contact:  
Janet Ngombalu 

Eastern Africa Grain Council  
MIS Team 

Email: grains@eagc.org 
www.ratin.net, www.eagc.org 


