Farmers worried as maize disease wreaks havoc on their crops

Farmers have expressed concern over the spread of maize disease that has damaged crop on their farms. Most farms in Kamoi village have been hit by the fungal disease referred to as head smut, causing panic among farmers who had expected to reap huge returns by the end of the year.

Some farmers have pointed an accusing finger at Kenya Seed Company, claiming that the seeds could have been diseased. ”We are saddened by that the maize crop we invested heavily on has been damaged by disease. “It will be painful if we do not harvest anything after months of waiting,” said Emmanuel Ngetich an affected farmer.

He said he bought 62:18 maize seed after he was advised that the seeds would do well and lead to good returns upon harvest. ”The disease spread fast .The crop  was growing well but when it started to form cobs, it turned black and that was a moment I realized that there was a problem” he said.

Kibiwot Serem, another farmer said that the disease was spreading so fast to other farms through wind and called on crop experts to intervene. He said he had borrowed money from Uwezo Fund to plant the crop and wondered how he shall repay.

“Hopes of improving our livelihood have been dashed because we were optimistic that upon harvest we shall embark on the repayment of the loan, but the disease has destroyed our only hope,” he added.

Kenya Seed Company however said that it was not to blame for the disease and explained that fungi originates from the soil. Sammy Chepsiror the company’s head of marketing, said that the smut is not a seed-borne disease but rather springs from the soil.

“We shall be visiting the farms today (Monday) along with the seed experts to make them understand that the disease spread is not from our seeds. Infact it is the disease that has always been there,” said Chepsiror

He said last week they were in Nandi County where similar disease had damaged crops where farmers were advised to desist from feeding the crops to animals. Elgeyo Marakwet Agriculture executive Yatich Kiprop called on farmers in the area to destroy infected crops to avoid further spread.
